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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4, 5, 12, 13, 15, 16, 23-28, 35, 37, 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.G. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Colens (5,869,910) in combination with 
Terzian et al (3,648,408). 

As to claim 1 , Colens discloses in column 2, lines 33-38, a robot apparatus 
charging system, comprising: a robot apparatus on which a charging battery is 
mounted, and a charging device for charging said^charging battery mounted on said 
robot apparatus, wherein said robot apparatus includes charging indicating means for 
performing a predetermined movement of a body part of the robot apparatus to indicate 
an amount of charging in said charging battery on charging said charging battery in said 
charging device, except for a predetermined movement of at least one selected a body 
part of the robot. 

Terzian et al. disclose in column 1, lines 64-72, a predetermined movement of at 
least one selected a body part of the robot. 

It would have been obvious to person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify the device of Colens to include a predetermined 
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movement of at least one selected a body part of the robot as taught by Terzian for 
target motion pattern. 

As to claims 2 and 13, Colens in view of Terzian et al. are applied supra, and 
Colens further discloses in column 3, lines 13-28, said at least one selected body part of 
said robot apparatus has a movable portion and said predetermined movement is a 
movement to move said movable portion. 

As to claims 4, 15, 25, and 28, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and 
Colens further discloses in column 2, lines 33-39, characterized in that said 
predetermined movement is a movement to notify of completion of charging of said 
charging battery. 

As to claims 5 and 16, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens 
further discloses in column 2, lines 33-39, characterized in that said predetermined 
movement is a continuous movement. 

As to claim 12, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens further 
discloses in column 2, lines 33-38, a robot apparatus comprising charging indicating 
means for performing, on charging a charging battery mounted thereon, a 
predetermined movement of at least one selected body part of the robot apparatus to 
indicate an amount of charging of said charging battery during changing of said 
charging battery in a charging device. 

As to claims 23 and 24, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens 
further discloses in column 2, lines 33-38, a charging device for charging a charging 
battery mounted on a robot apparatus, characterized by causing charging indicating 
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means of said robot apparatus, on charging said charging battery, to perform a 
predetermined movement of at least one selected body part of the robot apparatus to 
indicate an amount of charging of said charging battery while the said robot apparatus is 
in the charging device. 

As to claims 26 and 35, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens 
further discloses in column 2, lines 33-38, a robot apparatus charging method for 
charging a charging battery mounted on a robot apparatus, characterized by causing 
charging indicating means of said robot apparatus, on charging said charging battery in 
a charging device, to perform a predetermined movement of at least one selected body 
part of said robot apparatus to indicate an amount of charging of said charging battery 
while said robot apparatus is in a charging device. 

As to claim 27, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens further 
discloses in column 3, lines 13-28, characterized in that said robot apparatus is caused 
to perform a predetermined movement at completion of charging of said charging 
battery. 

As to claim 37, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens 
furtherdiscloses in column 3, lines 13-28, for charging a charging battery mounted on a 
robot apparatus by causing said robot apparatus, on charging said charging battery to 
perform a predetermined movement in accordance with an 

amount of charging of said charging battery, wherein said predetermined movement is 
of at least one selected body part of the robot apparatus while the robot apparatus is in 
a charging device. 
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As to claim 40, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens further 
discloses in column 3, lines 13-28, a charging device for charging a charging battery 
mounted on a robot apparatus, characterized by causing said robot apparatus, on 
charging said charging battery, to perform a predetermined movement in accordance 
with an amount of charging of said charging battery, wherein said predetermined 
movement is a movement of a body part of the robot apparatus to notify of completion 
of charging of said charging battery while said robot apparatus is in said charging 
device. 

As to claim 41, Colens in view of Fujita are applied supra, and Colens further 
discloses in column 3, lines 13-28, A robot apparams charging method for charging a 
charging battery mounted on a robot apparatus, characterized by causing said robot 
apparatus, on charging said charging battery in a charging device, to perform a 
predetermined movement of at least one selected body part of the robot apparatus in 
accordance with an amount of charging of said charging battery, wherein said robot 
apparatus caused to perform a predetermined movement at completion of charging of 
said charging battery in said charging device. 

3. Claims 9, 20 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Colens (5,869,910) and Terzian et al. (3,648,408) in combination with Takenaka et 
al. (6,064,167). 

As to claims 9, 20 and 32, Colens and Terzian et al. discloses the apparatus as 
claimed, except for the characterized in that said robot apparatus has legs, and said 
predetermined movement is a movement to raise said legs. 
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Takenaka et al. disclose in figure 6, column 13, Iine58 to column 14, line 4, the 
characterized in that said robot apparatus has legs, and said predetermined movement 
is a movement to raise said legs. 

It would have been obvious to person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify the device of Colens and Terzian et al. to include a 
robot apparatus having legs, and said predetermined movement is a movement to raise 
said legs as taught by Takenaka et al. for target motion pattern. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 36, 38, 39, 42 and 43 are allowed. 

Claim 36 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of record fails 
to disclose or reasonably suggest the detection means for detecting that a 
predetermined area is rocked. It is these features found in the claim, as they are 
claimed in the combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior 
art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claim 38 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of record fails 
to disclose or reasonably suggest said predetermined movement is a movement to 
change a pose of said robot apparatus form a first pose during charging to a second 
pose to notify of completion of charging by moving said movable portion at completion 
of charging of said charging battery. It is these features found in the claim, as they are 
claimed in the combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior 
art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 



Application/Control Number: 09/868,565 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2838 

Claim 39 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of record fails 
to disclose or reasonably suggest a predetermined movement in accordance with an 
amount of charging of said charging battery, wherein said predetermined movement is a 
movement to change a pose of said robot apparatus from a first pose during charging to 
a second pose to notify of completion of charging by moving said movable portion at 
completion of charging of said charging battery. It is these features found in the claim, 
as they are claimed in the combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested 
by the prior art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claims 42 and 43 are allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of 
record fails to disclose or reasonably suggest said predetermined movement is a 
movement to notify of completion of charging of said charging battery, and said robot 
apparatus has a speaker, and said predetermined movement is a movement to make a 
sound through said speaker. It is these features found in the claim, as they are claimed 
in the combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

5. Claims 3, 6-8, 10, 11, 14, 17-19, 21, 22, 29-31, 33 and 34 are objected to 
as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 

As to claims 3 and 14, the robot apparatus charging system, the characterized in 
that said predetermined movement is a movement to change a pose of said robot 
apparatus from a first pose during charging to a second pose to notify of 
completion of charging by moving said movable portion at completion of charging of 
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said charging battery. 

As to claims 6,17 and 29, the robot apparatus charging characterized in that said 
robot apparatus has a head, and said predetermined movement is a movement to raise 
said head. 

As to claims 7,18 and 30, the robot apparatus charging characterized in that said 
robot apparatus has forelegs and hind legs, and said predetermined movement is a 
movement to lift said forelegs. 

As to claims 8, 19 and 31 , the robot apparatus charging characterized in that said 
robot apparatus has a tail, and said predetermined movement is a movement to wag 
said tail. 

As to claims 10, 21 and 33, the robot apparatus charging characterized in that 
said robot apparatus has a speaker, and said predetermined movement is a movement 
to make a sound through said speaker. 

As to claims 1 1 , 22 and 34, the robot apparatus charging characterized in that 
said robot apparatus has voice generating means for generating a predetermined voice 
and a speaker, and said predetermined movement is a movement to output said voice 
generated by said voice generating means through said speaker. 

Claims 3, 6-8,10,1 1, 14, 17-19, 21, 22, 29-31, 33 and 34 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent from including all of the limitations of the bass claim. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lawrence W Luk whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on (571)272-2084. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see hop://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LWL 

November 26, 2004 . 




